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Statistical summary of the report 

  

Total   violations 

1  Assassination Attempts 

1  Abduction 

34  Detaining and Arrests 

9  Death Threats 

8  Storming, raid, or armed attack 

against journalists' houses and media 

headquarters 

13  Injuries 

139  Beating, obstruction, and coverage 

hindrance 

   

8  Lawsuits, court judgments and arrest 

warrants 

15  Channels closures and Lay-offs 

5  other 

233  Total 
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 Introduction: 

2021 is not much different from previous years in terms of witnessing 

high numbers of violations of press freedom in Iraq. Despite the promises 

made by Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kazemi regarding freedom of 

the press and media, the situation has not improved from the past two 

years. 

During this year, PFAA has recorded (233) cases of attacks on journalists 

in most Iraqi cities, including cases of assassination, kidnapping, armed 

attacks on journalists and media institutions, threats of death and physical 

liquidation, injuries, lawsuits, arrest warrants, court verdicts, detention, 

beatings and prevention and obstruction of press coverage, as well as the 

closure of media outlets and laying off employees. 

Most of the violations were recorded in November, which coincided with 

the students’ protests in the Kurdistan region, that witnessed (40) 

violation cases out of a total of (234) violations. 

PFAA has also recorded one assassination attempt, one kidnapping case, 

(139) cases of beating, preventing and obstructing press coverage, (34) 

cases of arrest and detention, (15) cases of closing channels and arbitrary 

lay-offs, and (13) injuries of journalists while performing their press 

assignments. 

The breakdown of violations according to the governorates has come the 

same as last year. Baghdad is ranked first with (66) cases of violation, the 

Kurdistan Region come next with (53) violation cases, and Kirkuk is third 

with (35) cases. There are governorates where no cases of violation were 

recoded and that was due to the displacement of journalists from those 

governorates because of threats and prosecutions leading to their 

departure from their governorates after the October 2019 demonstrations. 
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Types of Violations on Iraqi journalists in 2021 
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Statistics of Violations on Iraqi Journalists by Month of Occurrence 

in 2021 
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Statistics of violations against Iraqi journalists according to 

governorates during 2021     
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Narrative report of violations 

Assassination Attempts: 

- On 13/5/2021, Ahmad Hasan, Diwaniya correspondent for AlFurat 

Channel, escaped an assassination attempt by a gunshot. The attack 

was carried out by anonymous militants near his home in 

AlShamiya district. The attempt took place as he returned home 

from Baghdad, where he was lucky to escape the attack that left 

him suffering from its injuries till reporting date. 

Kidnapping:  

- On August, 3, 2021, the correspondent of “Washa” news agency, 

Mr. Asan Ahmed Mohammed, was kidnapped by masked gunmen 

as he was performing his work in front of Sulaymaniyah 

Governorate Council. Mr. Mohammed was severely beaten and 

kidnapped for six hours before being released after making him 

sign on confessions that he did not make. 

  

Arrest and Detention: 

- On January 8th, 2021, a security force arrested the correspondent of 

the Zagros satellite TV channel Mr. Ali Saleh and a cameraman 

with him while covering the protests in Al-Haboubi Square in 

central Nasiriyah, and took them to the police station before 

releasing him hours later. 

- On February 12th , 2021, a security force detained, for several 

hours, the crew of Rudaw TV, consisting of (reporter Hardi 

Muhammad and cameraman Ahmed Najat Hussein) in Kirkuk 
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while they were performing their duties, and confiscated their 

equipment. 

- On February 24, 2021, a security force detained the crew of Rudaw 

TV, consisting of (reporter Tahseen Qassem and cameraman Nayef 

Eidwa) while performing their duties in Sinjar district, and the 

security force, which claimed to belong to the Popular 

Mobilization Forces, seized the crew’s equipment. 

- On May 16, 2021, the security authorities in Sulaymaniyah 

detained the editor-in-chief of Diplomatic magazine, Mr. Makzin 

Hemin Baqer, inside the Bakhtiari Police Station, after he went to 

inquire about a summons he had received at his house, following a 

complaint filed against him in Arbil by someone that the Police 

refused to disclose. The reason behind the complaint was that Mr. 

Baqer published reports related to the Kurdistan Regional 

Government. Mr. Baqer was released on a financial bail of four 

million dinars. 

- On June 5, 2021, members of the Petroleum Facilities Protection 

Force arrested the cameraman of the “Hona Baghdad” TV channel 

in Mosul, (Mr. Muhammad Al-Tai) while performing his press 

assignment near the Al-Shuhada gas station. Mr. Al-Tai was 

prevented from performing his work. He was aggravatedly beaten 

by the security force, smashing his mobile phone confiscating his 

channel camara. The cameraman, with him, was detained inside the 

station before handing him over to policemen from Karama police 

station. The cameraman was released after signing an undertaking. 

- On July 1st, 2021, a crew from Al-Hurra Iraqi TV channel was 

detained by the security forces while covering demonstrations 

calling for better services in Nahrawan. The crew was released 

following interventions from the demonstrators.  
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- On July 5, 2021, a security force detained the correspondent of 

Dijla TV channel in Dhi Qar, (Mr. Rasim Al-Saeedi) while he was 

near the governorate’s HQ, covering protests. 

- On July 13, 2021, members from the intelligence service arrested 

the reporter of Russia Today (RT) TV channel (Mr. Ashraf Al-

Azzawi), after the force raided the channel’s headquarters in 

Baghdad and took him to an unknown destination without an arrest 

warrant. Mr. Al-Azzawi was interrogated about his work in the 

channel, and the security force indicated that the reason for his 

arrest came as a result of a lawsuit filed by the Communications 

and Media Comission CMC against him , which is something that 

CMC denied. He was released after 5 hours of detention and 

paying a bail. 

- On July 13, 2021, elements affiliated with the Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan / Bafel Talabani wing arrested a number of workers at 

the headquarters of IBLUS, Kurdish-speaking channel in 

Sulaimaniyah, which is still in the process of experimental 

broadcasting via the Internet, and destroyed most of their 

equipment. 

- On July 24, 2021, elements belonging to the security of the 

Director of the Transport Authority in Karbala, Sadeq Al-

Mousawi, detained the correspondent of Al-Hurra Iraq TV channel, 

(Mr. Haider Hadi), while performing his work in one of the bus 

terminals of Karbala, where they verbally assaulted him with 

insults and slander, and took him to Al-Abbasiya Police Station for 

interrogation. He was detained for an hour. 

- On July 27, 2021, a security force claiming to be from the 

Countering Crimes and Anti-Money Laundering arrested the 
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presenter of the (Studio AlTasiaa) TV program, (Mr. Ali Al-

Dhabhawi) and the director of the news department of Al-

Baghdadiah TV channel, (Mr. Taha Khalil) in Baghdad, without 

knowing the reasons behind their arrest, which lasted for 24 hours. 

- On August 9, 2021, a colonel from the security forces detained the 

NRT TV channel reporter (Mr. Noor Al-Saidi) for half an hour 

while covering the demonstration of Independent High Electoral 

Commission contracted employees in Dhi Qar, without a judicial 

warrant, and without knowing the reasons. 

- On September 4, 2021, a security force in Kirkuk detained five 

journalists while covering the security events in the village of 

Shaal in Sarkaran subdistrict in Dibs district of Kirkuk .  The 

detained journalists are: Anadolu Turkish News Agency 

correspondent Mr. Ozin Mohammed, Anadolu cameraman Mr. 

Hisham Mohammed, NRT correspondent Mr. Diyar Muhammad, 

NRT cameraman Mr. Ali Baghdadi, correspondent of Kirkuk TV 

channel Mr. Youssef Murad. The journalists were released after 

being detained for more than two hours. 

- On October 18, 2021, members of the police responsible for 

protecting the Uqba bin Nafeh gas station in Kirkuk detained the 

correspondent of Shar Press Foundation (Mr. Akam Waziri) inside 

the station while he was covering the crowded lines for oil 

derivatives, confiscating his mobile phone. He was released after 

being detained for more than an hour. Mr. Wasiri was forced to 

delete the video that he filmed of the people lining at the station.  

- On October 21, 2021, a number of protesters near the Green Zone 

detained the correspondent of Rudaw TV, (Mr. Mustafa Korn and 

cameraman Muntazer Jaafar) inside the protester’s tents for four 

continuous hours while covering the protests rejecting the election 
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results under the pretext of their orientations contrary to the 

protesters’ demands. 

- On November 5, 2021, the security forces detained Al-Jazeera 

correspondent in Baghdad (Mr. Johnny Tanios) and cameraman 

(Mr. Rayhan Abdel-Wahhab) inside the Green Zone for one hour, 

while they were covering the protests rejecting election results. 

They were not released until after they signed an undertaking. 

- On November 24, 2021, members of the Sulaymaniyah Asayish 

arrested Payam TV channel cameraman, Mr. Nawzad Muhammad, 

while covering student demonstrations demanding the 

reintroduction of their stipends cut since 2014. Mr. Muhammad 

was released three hours later. 

- On November 24, 2021, the security forces in Sulaymaniyah 

arrested the correspondent of Al-Baghdadiya TV channel, (Mr. 

Abbas Al-Arkawazi) while covering the student protests there. At 

the same time, “Rose News” confirmed the disappearance of their 

correspondent Mr. Barham Latif and cameraman Barwa Asaad 

after going for a news assignment. Eyewitnesses confirmed that the 

journalists were arrested by a Kurdish security force, taken to an 

unknown destination. 

- On December 2021, the Anbar Countering Crime Directorate 

arrested Al-Ahd TV correspondent (Mr. Hamid Majeed Al-

Fahdawi) without charge or an arrest warrant, after the director of 

the Anbar Countering Crime Directorate lured him, and invited 

him to drink coffee and discuss an important topic. Once the 

reporter arrived at the Directorate, he was detained inside a prison. 

He was released after 6 days of detention. 
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Threats: 

- On May 31, 2021, the director of Al-Tagheer TV channel, (Mr. 

Akram Zanganeh), received messages threatening to kill him and 

all the channel’s employees, after a fabricated video clip from the 

show of Mr. Najm Al-Rubaie, a TV host at Al-Tagheer, was 

circulated on social media, in which he appeared criticizing one of 

the armed factions. The channel had to  evacuate the workers from 

the channel's headquarters located in the Al-Mansour area of 

Baghdad. 

- On June 14, 2021, journalist Hazar Ali received threatening 

messages on his mobile and his Facebook private account  because 

he exposed corruption files in the field of exporting oil and its 

revenues, as well as investigating the loss of salaries of workers in 

the region for several months of the political forces' control of 

wealth, and their investment in favor of the ruling authority in 

Kurdistan. It is reported that Mr. Ali left Sulaymaniyah six months 

ago and settled in Britain in search of his safety. 

- On August 3, 2021 the correspondent of “Washa” news agency Mr. 

Asan Ahmad Muhammad received a death threat and physical 

liquidation by masked gunmen who kidnapped him for six hours 

in front of the provincial council in Sulaymaniyah as he was 

performing his work  .  

- On October 8, 2021, journalist Mahmoud Yassin, who lives in 

Britain, received messages threatening to pursue  and physically 

liquidate him  “ wherever he is” by a security officer working in the 

Ministry of Interior in Kurdistan called  Serbas Saleh 

Sadiq , against the background of his criticism of a video published 

by Rudaw Channel. The video shows a security officer swearing to 
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Barzani's government to go to the elections and vote for the current 

government in the Kurdistan region .  

- On October 29 , 2021 ,  masked gunmen threatened three UTV 

presenters of physical liquidating them after storming the channel’s 

headquarters and handing over (lighters) to the staff of the channel 

reception desk, telling them to hand the lighters to three of the 

channel presenters as a threatening message, on the background of 

hosting the Iraqi politician Faiq Al-Sheikh Ali in one of the 

channel programs.  

  

 Storming, raiding or armed attack on journalists’ houses and media 

headquarters: 

- On July 13, 2021, a security force raided the headquarters of the 

RT TV channel and closed the channel’s office in Baghdad. The 

channel’s office had received a warning from CMC about the 

channel’s delay in renewing its work permit. The police expelled 

all employees and confiscated the channel’s equipment and closed 

its office. 

- On July 13, 2021, elements affiliated with the Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan / Bafel Talabani wing raided the headquarters of IBLUS 

Kurdish channel, which is still in the process of experimental 

broadcasting via the Internet. The channel is owned by Lahore 

Sheikh Janki, the co-chair of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, and 

that the closure came after a deep rift between Bafel Talabani and 

Lahore Sheikh Janki. 

- On July 27, 2021, members of a security force claiming to be 

affiliated with the Counter Crime and Anti-Money Laundering 
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force raided the headquarters of Al-Baghdadiya channel, located in 

the Al-Waziriya area in Baghdad, and they demanded from the 

channel’s management to shut down the TV broadcasting devices. 

However, the transmitters are located outside Iraq, so they were 

unable to stop the broadcasting. The journalists of the channel were 

held inside one of the channel rooms. 

- On September 4, 2021, unknown armed men targeted the house of 

journalist (Ali Fadel) with a stun grenade in the Shafta area in the 

city of Baquba in Diyala governorate, against the background of 

publishing reports criticizing the deterioration of the service and 

political situation in the governorate through his personal account 

on Facebook. The incident resulted in Material damage to the 

facade of the house. 

-  On October 29, 2021, unidentified gunmen stormed the office of 

UTV in the capital, Baghdad, threatening to set fire to the channel 

if one of the political figures, who appeared on the channel a day 

before the storming would be hosted again. 

- On November 5, 2021, a videotape from surveillance cameras 

showed that two security personnel near the Green Zone set fire to 

the broadcasting cars of Beladi channel, which were parked at the 

channel's headquarters, located near the Green Zone and the 

protesters' tents. 

- On November 11, 2021, an Asayish force stormed the Kaf News 

Corporation in Dohuk governorate, forcing its employees to leave 

and then closing the facility with wax seal, due to an ongoing 

conflict between the President of the Kurdistan Region, Nechirvan 

Barzani, and his cousin, Prime Minister Masrour Barzani. The 

corporation is close to Nechirvan. It highlighted issues and files 
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against the government's policy during the election period, 

opposing Masrour Barzani. 

   

Injuries: 

- On March 15  , 2021  , Nass News Agency correspondent Zaid Al-

Salami suffered severe suffocation while performing his press 

duties as a result of the security forces’ use of tear gas to disperse 

the protesters in Najaf  .  

- On March 19, 2021, journalists from INEWS channel were slightly 

injured when they were hit by impact rounds fired by the security 

forces while covering the demonstrations in Babil Governorate  .  

- On May 13, 2021 the correspondent of Al-Furat TV channel in 

Diwaniyah, (Ahmed Hassan), was a target of an assassination 

attempt, being seriously injured with a gunshot wound in his head. 

The gunshot was fired by unknown gunmen in front of Mr. 

Hasan’s house located in Al-Shamiya district, after returning from 

the capital, Baghdad. Mr. Hasan miraculously escaped death, but 

he is still suffering from the effects of the injury. 

- On August 17  , 2021 the staff of Rudaw TV, consisting 

of  Reporter Tahseen Qassem and Photographer Ali 

Hammad  sustained multiple injuries to the head and back as a 

result of the attack by the PKK forces while covering the aftermath 

of the Turkish bombing on a hospital in Sinjar. Their camera 

equipment were confiscated.  

- On November 5  , 2021 the staff of Al-Jazeera channel, consisting 

of reporter Johnny Tanios and cameraman Rayhan Abdel-

Wahab  suffered bruises and injuries as a result of the severe 
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beatings by Law Enforcement Forces near the Green Zone, while 

covering the sit-ins rejecting the results of the parliamentary 

elections  .  

- On November 23, 2021, the staff of Sepida TV suffered from 

severe suffocation and minor injuries, while covering student 

protests near the University of Sulaymaniyah as a result of the 

Asayish firing tear gas, to disperse the protesters. 

- On November 23, 2021, an NRT TV crew consisting of reporter 

Juman Muhammad and photographer Muhammad Ismail were 

slightly injured as a result of being beaten with batons by the 

security forces while covering the student protests in Arbil  .  

- On November 25, 2021, while covering the student protests in 

Arbil, the staff of the Esta Agency: reporter Ayoub Warti and the 

accompanied cameraman were severely assaulted and suffered 

from minor injuries  .  

  

 :Assault and Prevention and Obstruction of Coverage 

- On January 9, 2021, the media official in Wasit Police Command 

prevented the correspondent of Al-Mirbad Foundation in the 

province, (Mr. Nassir Al-Kabji) from covering the ceremony of a 

military parade held inside Al-Kut Air Base, threatening him with 

destroying his press equipment if he insisted on filming. 

- On January 13, 2021, the director in charge of the examinations 

section in Basra Education Directorate, Abbas Wali, prevented Al-

Rasheed channel crew, consisting of (reporter Adnan Ali and 

cameraman Mortada Abdul-Hussein), was prevented from covering 
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the procedures of applying to external examination of Basra 

students. 

- On January 16, 2021, a security member of the Seventh Brigade in 

the Federal Police prevented the crew of Al-Sumaria and Al-Talia 

TV channels from covering the protests of Al-Saydiyah people in 

front of Al-Mahaba residential complex in Baghdad. 

- On January 16, 2021, a security member of the Federal Police 

assaulted the crew of Asia Channel, consisting of (reporter 

Muhammad Farid and cameraman Alaa Jabbar), and destroyed 

their equipment and mobile phones, while the crew was in Al-

Sidiya area in Baghdad to cover the protests of the people in front 

of the Al-Mahaba residential complex. 

- On January 20, 2021, a security officer affiliated with the 

protection of the Kirkuk Oil Company prevented the crews of the 

“Kirkuk Now” and “Anadolu” agencies, consisting of (Kirkuk 

Now correspondent Karwan Al-Salihi and Turkish Anadolu 

correspondent Eugene Ramadan) from covering student protests 

demanding employment. 

- On January 24, 2021, the Dean of the College of Science at the 

University of Basra prevented the correspondent of Al-Arab TV 

channel, Mazen Al-Tayyar, from covering the strike organized by 

the university students. The University media official asked the 

correspondent to sign written undertaking of not entering the 

college again but the correspondent refused to sign.    

- On February 1st, 2021, the President of Sumer University prevented 

the crews of Afaq, al-Nujaba and al-Itijah channels, consisting of 

(Hussein al-Khafaji, reporter of al-Itijah channel, Azhar al-Azrafi, 

cameraman of Afaq channel, Asmaa al-Shaalan, reporter of al-
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Nujaba channel and al-Nujaba cameraman Haider Hanoun) from 

entering the university and covering a symposium held by the 

Popular Mobilization Forces PMF. According to the directives of 

the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, stating 

of not allowing any press agency to enter universities, except Al-

Iraqiya TV. 

- On February 7, 2021, the head of the Al-Talaba Sports Club, Alaa 

Kadhim, severely assaulted the correspondent of Koura program 

(Ahmed Al-Atwani) while he was carrying out his duties, breaking 

the correspondent nose. Al-Atwani was admitted to hospital 

because of that incident.  

- On March 3rd, 2021, the Prime Minister’s Protocol officials 

imposed strange procedures on the journalists who attended to 

cover the Pope’s visit to Najaf, and prevented them from covering 

the event. Only Al-Iraqiya TV was allowed to cover the visit. The 

journalists,prevented, were (Moataz Al-Aboudi, correspondent of 

Zakros TV, Salman Amin and Muhammad Al-Sawaf, from AFP , 

Qassam Al Kaabi, a cameraman from BBC, Walaa Al-Ghazali, 

correspondent for Al-Alam TV channel, and Waqas Al-Fatlawi, 

correspondent for Beladi TV. 

- On March 7th, 2021, the correspondent of Radio Al-Marbad, Dia 

Al-Mahja, was severely beaten and threatened with blunt objects 

by angry protesters while covering the demonstrations in Al-

Diwaniyah Governorate. 

- March 3rd, 2021, riot police attacked the crew of Asia Channel, 

consisting of (reporter Haider Saleh and cameraman Zaid Al-

Salami), despite showing their press ID cards while covering the 

demonstrations calling for the dismissal of the governor of Najaf 

and his deputy. 
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- On March 16th, 2021, SWAT forces prevented the correspondent of 

the Iraqi News Agency, Haider Farman, from covering the 

demonstrations in Najaf, after one of the force's members insulted 

him. 

- On March 24th, 2021, a security officer in Baghdad prevented the 

crews of Afaaq, Al-Baghdadiah, Al-Rasheed,  and Al-Ghadeer TV 

channels from covering a demonstration organized by the 

contracted employees of the Independent High Electoral 

Commission to demand the payment of their financial dues. 

- On March 31st, 2021, a security officer in the Council of 

Representatives COR assaulted the crew of Al-Sharqiya channel, 

consisting of (reporter Muhammad Saad and cameraman Ahmed 

Labib) while they were covering the budget approval session, 

smashing their equipment without explanations. 

- On May, 10th, 2021, a traffic policeman with the rank of major 

prevented Alsumaria TV correspondent, Mr. Amir Al-Khafaji from 

crossing from one of the checkpoints on Abu Nawas Street heading 

to his workplace, because of the curfew during the COVID-19 

shutdown. A fine of one hundred thousand dinars was imposed on 

the correspondent, despite showing his press ID card, and despite 

the issuance of directives to exclude journalists from the curfew. 

- On May 25th, 2021, the security forces banned the crews of (Al-

Jazeera, Al-Baghdadiah, Why News, Iraq  24  , Asia, Al-Sumeria, 

and Rudaw channels) in Tahrir and Al-Nusour Squares while 

covering the protests that were organized to demand an end to 

corruption and protection of protesters  .  

- On June 2nd, 2021, the security personnel of the Minister of 

Interior, receiving an order from the Minister, confiscated the 
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mobile phone of the correspondent of Al-Amal Radio in Basra, Mr. 

 Safaa Al-Fariji ,while covering the security meeting held by the 

Minister of Interior in the Basra Operations Command building. 

The video footages filmed by the reporter were erased  .  

- On June , 6th, 2021,  the Minister of Agriculture, Muhammad 

Karim Jassem, prevented the correspondent of Radio 

Marbad, Ahmed Ali  from covering the minister’s visit to Basra 

Governorate to learn about the problem of the bird flu outbreak that 

affected the governorate’s poultry at that time. The Minister 

accused Marbad Radio of spreading reports about the numbers of 

poultry mortalities that do not match the numbers announced by 

the Ministry. 

- On June 10th, 2021, elements from the protection of the Kirkuk 

Education Building prevented (Saadoun Sultan, correspondent for Al-

Tagheer TV, Hewa Husam El-Din, correspondent for Rudaw, and 

Sirwan, an NRT correspondent from covering a press conference for 

representatives of governorate with the Supreme Audit regarding the 

existence of suspicions of corruption in the file of appointments at 

education directorate there, without knowing the reasons. 

- On July, 1st, 2021, the security forces prevented the crew of Al-Hurra 

Iraq and Al - Tagheer channels from covering a demonstration in 

Nahrawan, Baghdad, of people demanding better services. 

- July, 16th, 2021, a joint force of the army and police prevented the 

crew of Kurdistan  24 channel , consisting of reporter Hemin Dalo and 

cameraman Sabah Anwar from covering a murder crime in Bardi 

district, north of Kirkuk, and forced them to drive out of the city 

accompanied with army vehicles. The force warned them of returning 

to the scene again. 
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-  On July 16th, 2021, elements from Karbala police operations 

command prevented Al-Tagheer cameraman Mohammed al  -

 Fayad from covering a fire incident at the police headquarters 

building there and confiscating his camera, and flash memory. The 

police assaulted him with insults and slander without knowing 

the reasons. 

- On July 28, 2021, a member of the security detail of Parliament 

Speaker Muhammad al - Halbousi, assaulted the crew of Al-Rasheed, 

Al-Mawsiliya, Al-Sharqiya, Turkmani, and Nineveh Now channels 

while they were covering the Speaker’s visit to Mosul. The journalists 

where verbally assaulted and threatened with arrest, as they were 

expelled from the Mosul municipality building. 

- On August, 9th, 2021, a security officer banned NRT reporter Noor Al-

Saidi from covering a demonstration for the staff of the Independent 

High Electoral Commission in Dhi Qar Governorate, without any 

justification. 

- On August, 9th, 2021, a security officer prevented the crew of Al-

Sharqiya News channel, consisting of the reporter Atilla Agha and the 

cameraman Sarmad Al-Jumri  from covering the aftermath of the 

electricity towers bombing by ISIS in Kirkuk, and threatened them 

with arrest in case of coverage  .  

- On September, 12th, 2021, the President of the University of Dhi Qar 

Dr. Yahya Al-Khafaji, prevented a number of media crews from Al-

 Janoubia, Al-Ahed, Al-Ghadeer, and Al-Ahwar channels, from 

covering a demonstration at the university campus, organized by a 

number of teaching staff, protesting against forcing them to participate 

in voluntary work, and the non-disbursement of their financial dues. 
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- On October, 13, a security officer prevented the crew of Al-Ghadeer 

TV, consisting of reporter Alaa Hussein and cameraman Muhammad 

Shahid from covering the announcement of parliamentary election 

results conference inside the building of the Unknown Soldier 

monument in the Green Zone. The officer also threw their journalist’ 

equipment outside the building.  

- On October, 19th, 2021, elements of the riot police banned a number of 

media outlets (Koli Kurdistan, Kirkuk, Esta News Agency and NRT) 

from covering a demonstration of workers in one of the popular 

markets in Kirkuk.  

- On November, 1st, 2021, the director of Kirkuk Education Directorate, 

Abdul Ali Hussein, prevented the crews of  Kirkuk Now Agency, Al-

Iraqiya TV ,  Kuli Kurdistan TV, Kirkuk TV, and Andolu  

Agency  from covering the ceremonies of the start of the new school 

year inside one of the governorate’s schools. The director expelled the 

journalists, and verbally abused them. 

- On November, 5th, 2021, security elements near Al-Jadiriya Bridge 

prevented the crew of Al-Ahed and Al-Nujaba channels from passing 

to the Al-Jadiriyah area to cover a sit-in rejecting the election results 

near the Green Zone, while Al-Ghadeer TV crew was forced to cut off 

its live program broadcasting near the Green because of gunshots 

sound. 

- On November, 12th, 2021,   workers in Zyszk fish restaurants in Arbil 

province, prevented the crews of  Arbil Live website, Rudaw and NRT 

channels  from covering a fire incident in the restaurant building and 

beat the journalists, before the security forces rescued them. 

- On November, 23, 2021, the Asayish forces in Dohuk prevented 

Sepideh channel crew from covering student protests demanding the 

release of their financial dues cut since 2014. 
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- On November 23, 2021, the Asayish forces in Sulaymaniyah 

prevented Mr. Ramiar Othman, correspondent of Payam channel, and 

Sepideh channel crew from covering student protests demanding the 

release of their financial dues cut since 2014. 

- On November, 24th, 2021, a riot police force in Arbil prevented the 

crews of Koli Kurdistan, Rudaw, KNN ,  NRT ,  channels in addition to 

Idris Muhammad, correspondent of Payam channel, and Akar Fares, 

correspondent of Sepideh channel from covering the student protest in 

front of the Ministry of Higher Education gate, and assaulted 

journalists by beating them with electric shock sticks  .  

- On November 25th, 2021, the security forces in Arbil banned Hazar 

Anwar, correspondent of Shar Press channel, Beriyar Muhammad, 

correspondent of Politic News Agency, Ayoub Warti, correspondent 

of Esta Agency, Tahan Rawanzi and Yasser Muhammad of Walat 

News Agency   from covering the students protests there. 

- On November 28th, 2021, a security force prevented Al-Rabia 

channel reporter Ihab al  - Maliki and cameraman Rami Alaidani  from 

covering the demonstration workers laid off from the Oil Pipelines 

Company in Khor Al  - Zubair area in Basra  .  

  

Lawsuits, Court Judgments and Arrest Warrants: 

- On  January 25th, 2021, an official in the Ministry of Interior filed a 

lawsuit against the presenter of Al Sharqiya channel, Aziz Al-

Rubaie, because of his disclosure of corruption files in the Ministry 

of Interior and the names of officials involved in corruption 

charges  .  
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- On February 3rd, 2021, the Rusafa Investigation Court issued 

a summons against journalist Haider Zaki  based on a lawsuit filed 

by the Minister of Youth and Sports, Adnan Darjal, for defamation 

and slander  .  

- On February, 16th, 2021, Arbil Criminal Court sentenced 

journalist Shirwan Sherwani and Kohdar Zebari  to six years in 

prison in accordance with Articles  74 and  48 of the Iraqi Penal 

Code on charges of trying to overthrow the government  .  

- On June 30th, 2021, Duhok Court issued a seven-year prison 

sentence against cameraman Kahraman Shukri    , due to his 

participation in the recent protests against the Turkish incursion 

into the territories in the Kurdistan region and for covering the 

protests and its suppression. 

- On October, 17th, 2021, Dohuk court issued a third sentence against 

journalist Umid Broshki . Mr. Broshki was sentenced to six months 

in prison on the grounds of incitement to peaceful demonstration in 

the Kurdistan region, after being sentenced, a full year in two other 

cases, two weeks before, on charges of degrading figures in 

the region .  

  

Channels Closures and Lay-offs: 

- On July 17th, 2021, elements of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan / 

Bafel Talabani wing informed the sites (Zhyan, Chaw, Agans) that 

their offices located in the Sulaymaniyah governorate should be 

closed. The closure came after the deep rift between Bafel Talabani 

and Lahore Sheikh Janki. 
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- On August 12th, 2021, the management of Al-Marbad Corporation 

was subjected to an illegal takeover due to the influence of some 

political parties in Basra, which resulted in the arbitrary dismissal 

of  11 employees of the corporation, after the Iraq Projects Officer 

in the Media Development Fund of the BBC imposed a 

compulsory leave for the governing body of the corporation. 

- On September 14th, 2021, the current management of Al-Marbad 

Radio imposed a compulsory leave to cameraman and 

editor  Sajjad Ali Jassim and prevented him from entering the radio 

building, after informing him of an oral leave on the grounds that 

Al-Mirbad was facing a financial crisis  .  

 Other: 

- On July, 6th, 2021, the Iraqi Council of Representatives issued a 

decision obligating all journalists to wear the official uniform as a 

condition for their entry into the parliament building, in an 

insulting act to journalists. 

- On July 29th, 2021, CMC issued a letter that contains a number of 

obligations for the media, which include legal and constitutional 

violations. The letter was titled “Circulars to All Media” which 

contains interference in the nature of dialogues, the choices of 

hosting figures, and the form and framework of hosting in talk 

shows, similar to the ministries of information in countries with 

dictatorial regimes. 

- On October 1st, 2021, Al-Marbad radio platforms were subjected to 

hacking by Al-Sharqiya channel correspondent Ayman Al-Sheikh, 

who is the apparent director of the Al-Marbad Corporation and the 

brother of Kamal Al-Asadi, who took over the Corporation’s 

building and dismissed a number of journalists. After hacking the 
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sites, Ayman Al-Sheikh published fake news after the issuance of a 

court order stipulating the return of the previous management. 

- On November, 16, 2021, CMC stopped the program “Biwidhooh” 

broadcast in Zagros satellite channel, for hosting a figure and 

the charge of the President of the Republic and Chairman of 

the Supreme Judicial Council . CMC obtained an undertaking from 

the channel to stop the program and provide an official apology for 

the abuses mentioned in the program and give the right to respond 

to the affected parties, in addition to publishing an apology in the 

news ticker for two days, broadcasting a video that included an 

apology for the abuses mentioned in the program for two days, 

sending a letter of apology to the Supreme Judicial Council and 

respect the Iraqi judiciary  .  

- On 12/12/2021, The Iraqi Ministry of Education directed all its 

institutions that no media body is allowed in any educational 

institutions nor schools lest official approvals are acquired 

exclusively from the ministry. The directions also mentioned that 

the approvals should be applied for in a fair length of time so that 

the ministry staff would have the chance to review them. The 

ministry made no further comment about the reason behind its 

decision. 
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Conclusion: 

It is noted by monitoring violations throughout the year 2021 that the 

risks continue and the level of freedom of the press decline throughout 

Iraq, especially in the Kurdistan region, which was considered a safe area 

for journalists fleeing from their areas at the time of the threat of armed 

groups after the October 2019 protests, and this is what calls us to 

reconsidering the freedom of the press in the country in general. 

Moreover, there was a deafening silence on the abovementioned issues, 

indicating a political mood that seeks to narrow the spaces for freedom of 

expression and the press, through the rise of preventions of filming and 

press coverage of various events in the country, from various types of 

security forces, and official government agencies with specializations 

critical to the work of journalists. 

We stress that the absence of real measures by the Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces or the Minister of Interior or Joint Operations 

Command to improve the performance and interaction of security 

elements with journalists, also indicates the level of acceptance by the 

authorities of the continuation of repression, detention and prevention, 

due to the lack of a growing journalistic impact, and the establishment of 

a real fourth estate, which constitutes a tool of true democratic system. 

We expect Iraq to continue ranking in the bottom of indexes concerning 

freedom of the press, and to continue of being among the worst 

environments for press work in the world.  


